9°                        A SHORT HISTORY  OF OUR TIMES
The Germans were now more than ever determined to keep the subject of disarmament out of the Hague Conference. The Kaiser said that the mere proposal to discuss it was an invasion of his sovereign right to build what fleet and raise             |
what army he chose and that he might as well abdicate as             \
entertain it.   What, he asked, would be said if France pro-           i
posed  that the German army should  be reduced?    What           %
answer but the  drawn sword would  a patriotic  German give to such a suggestion?   The circumstances were, indeed, somewhat untoward.    While the Prime Minister was ingeminating peace, Sir John Fisher, the energetic First Sea-Lord of the British Admiralty, could not refrain from singing the praises of the Dreadnought, his own special invention, and :««* ~. ;« the previous year Count Schlieffen had declared *~ be uniquely favourable for Germany to try France, so he was supposed to have said that )uld never again have such an opportunity jr disposing of the menace of the German iso known to the Germans that Great Britain ~arer to Russia, and they saw the hostile com-them in Europe correspondingly strengthened, of a mutual reduction of armaments thus fell .^in the beginning.   The Kaiser was adamant that xnan delegates should not debate it at the Hague ;nce, and though the subject remained on the agenda, relegated to a pious resolution declaring it to  be L- -^esirable" which was carried at the fag-end of the n the absence of the German delegates.   These the meantime, had contrived very adroitly to $ on Great Britain.   By supporting an American favour of the immunity of private property at le British Admiralty stoutly resisted, they made . holding out almost single-handed for the largest tghts for the greatest fleet against the humane ie rest of the world.   When the Great War came *» including the United States, combined in the bese rights for the discomfiture of Germany, but ait all Europe scoffed and said that British hypoc-e more been exposed.
